
YOM KIPPUR

Hebrew's Holiest Anniversary Be­
gan Tuesday Evening

Vom Kippur. the holiest day in 
the Jewish calendar, being the great 
annual feast by the peopie of Israel, 
whii • h is known as the Day of Aton- 
nient. tool: place Tuesday and Wed­
nesday, th* tenth day of the Jewish 
montii of Tishri. This 21 hours of 
fisting which is rigorously observed 
by devout .lews throughout the 
world. began at suii-et Tm-sdav night 
and coniinued until the ap|pear- 
atice of the e,ening star Wednesday.

Bctween Tuesday's sunset and 
Wed tiesda y's. tlie observant Jew 
gave himself entirely to God and to 
Ihe purifying of his soul by repent­
ance. The day was spent in 
meditation, prayer and fasting. It 
is the Great White Fast, the most 
solemn day in all the year, and one 
in which the children of Isreal “af- 

, tllct their souls” for the sins of the 
last year. Vom Kippur completes 
the penitential period of lo days, 
that Began with iiosh Hashana. the 
VVew Year. on Monday of last week.

The origin of Vom Kippur is trac­
er! to tiie Biblical injunction that 
the loth cay of the seventh month 

.shall le a Sabbath of Sabbaths, on 
which “ye are to afflict your souls.” 
This affliction of the soul is tradi­
tionally inferpr« • ted to mean fasting 
and by repe-tancy, prayer and good 
work-.


